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DEMO : MY FIRST EC2 INSTANCE 

Introduction to EC2 Instances:

Amazon Elastic Compute Cloud (EC2) is a web service provided by Amazon Web 

Services (AWS) that offers resizable compute capacity in the cloud. It allows users 

to provision virtual servers, known as EC2 instances, on-demand and run various 

applications and workloads.

Overview of Amazon EC2 and its significance in the AWS 

ecosystem:

● Amazon EC2 is a fundamental service in the AWS ecosystem that provides 

scalable and secure compute capacity in the cloud. It enables users to 

launch virtual servers with different configurations to meet their specific 

requirements.

● EC2 instances are highly customizable, allowing users to choose the 

instance type, operating system, storage options, and networking 

configurations.

● EC2 offers a wide range of instance types optimized for different use cases, 

such as general-purpose, compute-optimized, memory-optimized, and 

storage-optimized instances. This enables users to select the most suitable 

instance type for their workloads, ensuring optimal performance and cost 

efficiency.
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● EC2 instances can be easily scaled up or down based on demand, allowing 

users to quickly adjust their compute capacity to accommodate changes in 

workload or user traffic.

● EC2 integrates seamlessly with other AWS services, such as Amazon S3 for 

object storage, Amazon RDS for managed databases, and Amazon VPC for 

networking. This allows users to build comprehensive and scalable 

solutions by leveraging the capabilities of multiple AWS services.

● EC2 instances provide reliable and secure computing resources. AWS 

ensures high availability through multiple Availability Zones within each 

AWS Region, which helps in building fault-tolerant and resilient applications.

● With EC2, users have full control over their virtual servers, including root 

access, the ability to install and configure software, and the flexibility to 

choose the desired security measures.

Benefits of using EC2 instances for deploying 

applications and workloads:

Scalability: EC2 allows users to scale their compute resources up or down based 

on demand, ensuring that applications can handle varying levels of traffic and 

workload. This flexibility helps to optimize costs and improve performance.

Cost-effectiveness: With EC2, users pay only for the compute capacity they 

consume. The pay-as-you-go pricing model eliminates the need for upfront 

hardware investments and allows for cost optimization by scaling resources 

according to actual usage.

Elasticity: EC2 instances can be easily resized, enabling users to match the 

compute resources to the requirements of their applications. This elasticity 

ensures that applications have the necessary resources available when needed, 

improving overall performance and user experience.
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Reliability: EC2 instances are designed to provide high availability and fault 

tolerance. AWS achieves this by distributing instances across multiple Availability 

Zones within a region, reducing the risk of single-point-of-failure and increasing 

the overall reliability of the infrastructure.

Security: EC2 instances offer a wide range of security features, including security 

groups, network access control lists (ACLs), virtual private cloud (VPC) integration, 

and encryption options. These features help protect applications and data from 

unauthorized access and ensure compliance with security standards.

Integration with AWS Services: EC2 seamlessly integrates with other AWS 

services, allowing users to leverage additional capabilities and resources. This 

integration simplifies the development and deployment of applications by 

providing a comprehensive ecosystem of tools and services.

By leveraging the power of EC2 instances, users can deploy a wide range of 

applications and workloads in a scalable, reliable, and cost-effective manner, while 

benefiting from the extensive features and services offered by the AWS 

platform.EC2 (Elastic Compute Cloud) instances are virtual servers provided by 

AWS that allow you to run applications and workloads in the cloud. An EC2 

instance represents a virtual machine in the cloud and provides various 

configurations of CPU, memory, storage, and networking capacity.

Understanding the EC2 Instance Lifecycle:

The EC2 instance lifecycle consists of several stages: launch, start, stop, and 

terminate. Each stage has its significance and implications for managing and using 

EC2 instances effectively.

Launch:
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The launch stage is the initial step in creating an EC2 instance. It involves 

specifying the desired configuration, such as the instance type, AMI, storage 

options, networking settings, and security groups.

During the launch process, AWS provisions the necessary resources and sets up 

the virtual server according to the specified parameters.

Once launched, the instance transitions to the "pending" state, indicating that the 

resources are being allocated and the instance is being prepared for use.

Start:

Starting an instance involves initiating the boot process and allowing the instance 

to become fully operational.

After launching an instance, it typically starts automatically. However, if an instance 

has been stopped or placed in a stopped state, it can be started manually.

Starting an instance transitions it from the "stopped" or "stopping" state to the 

"running" state, indicating that it is ready to accept incoming network traffic and 

perform its intended functions.

Stop:

Stopping an instance suspends its current state and halts all processes running on 

the instance.

When an instance is stopped, AWS releases the underlying resources associated 

with the instance, such as CPU, memory, and storage. However, the instance's 

data and configuration remain intact.

Stopping an instance transitions it from the "running" or "stopping" state to the 

"stopped" state. In this state, the instance is no longer billed for instance hours, but 

the associated storage continues to incur charges.
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Terminate:

Terminating an instance permanently deletes it and all associated data, including 

the instance's root volume and any additional attached volumes.

Once an instance is terminated, all resources allocated to it are released, and it 

cannot be recovered.

Termination is irreversible and is often used when an instance is no longer 

required or needs to be completely removed from the system.

Differences between a running instance and a stopped 

instance:

Running Instance: A running instance is fully operational and actively performing 

its designated tasks. It consumes compute resources, incurs charges for instance 

hours, and is accessible for incoming network traffic. A running instance can 

communicate with other resources within the network and perform its intended 

functions.

Stopped Instance: A stopped instance is in a suspended state where all 

processes are halted, and the instance does not consume compute resources. 

While a stopped instance retains its associated data and configurations, it is not 

accessible for incoming network traffic. However, the storage associated with the 

instance continues to incur charges. Stopping an instance provides cost savings 

when the instance is not needed for a certain period, as it prevents billing for 

instance hours.
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Important considerations when choosing an instance 

type based on your application requirements:

Performance Requirements: Consider the CPU, memory, and network 

performance requirements of your application. EC2 offers various instance types 

optimized for different use cases, such as general-purpose, compute-optimized, 

memory-optimized, and storage-optimized. Choosing the right instance type 

ensures that your application has sufficient resources to perform optimally.

Scalability: Evaluate the scalability needs of your application. If your workload 

demands the ability to handle fluctuations in traffic or requires auto-scaling 

capabilities, select an instance type that supports horizontal scaling and can 

accommodate increased demands.

Storage Requirements: Determine the storage requirements of your application. 

EC2 provides various storage options, including instance store volumes and 

Amazon Elastic Block Store (EBS) volumes. Instance store volumes offer 

high-performance, temporary storage, while EBS volumes provide persistent and 

durable block-level storage. Consider the type, size, and performance 

characteristics of the storage required by your application.

Networking: Consider the networking capabilities required by your application. 

EC2 instances can be launched in Virtual Private Clouds (VPCs), which provide 

isolated and customizable networking environments. Evaluate the networking 

features, such as IP addressing, subnets, security groups, and VPC peering, to 

ensure they align with your application's networking requirements.
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Cost Optimization: Take into account the cost implications of choosing different 

instance types. Some instance types may offer higher performance but come at a 

higher cost. Assess your application's needs and balance performance 

requirements with cost considerations to optimize your resource allocation and 

minimize unnecessary expenses.

By carefully considering the EC2 instance lifecycle stages, understanding the 

differences between running and stopped instances, and choosing the right 

instance type based on your application requirements, you can effectively manage 

and utilize EC2 instances in the AWS environment.

Launching Your First EC2 Instance:

Follow the step-by-step instructions below to launch your first EC2 instance:

Step 1: Access the AWS Management Console:

Open your web browser and go to the AWS Management Console 

(https://console.aws.amazon.com).

Sign in to your AWS account using your credentials.

Step 2: Navigate to the EC2 Service:

Once logged in, you will land on the AWS Management Console homepage. Look 

for the "Find Services" search bar at the top of the page and type "EC2" in the 

search bar.

As you type, you will see "EC2" as a suggested service. Click on it to navigate to 

the EC2 Dashboard.

Step 3: Launch an Instance:

On the EC2 Dashboard, you will see various options and information related to 

EC2. To launch a new instance, click on the "Launch Instance" button.
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Step 4: Choose an Amazon Machine Image (AMI):

In the "Step 1: Choose an Amazon Machine Image (AMI)" section, you will see a list 

of available AMIs. You can filter the list by categories such as "Amazon Linux 2", 

"Ubuntu", "Windows", etc., or use the search bar to find a specific AMI.

Select the AMI that suits your requirements by clicking on the "Select" button next 

to it.

Step 5: Choose an Instance Type:

In the "Step 2: Choose an Instance Type" section, you will see a list of instance 

types available for the selected AMI.

Review the different instance types and their specifications, such as CPU, memory, 

storage, and network performance, and choose the appropriate instance type for 

your workload by clicking on the "Select" button next to it.

Step 6: Configure Instance Details:

In the "Step 3: Configure Instance Details" section, you can customize various 

settings for your instance, including the number of instances, network settings, 

subnet, security group, IAM role, and user data.

Configure these settings according to your requirements.

Step 7: Add Storage:

In the "Step 4: Add Storage" section, you can configure the storage options for 

your instance.

Specify the size and type of the root volume, add additional volumes if needed, 

and configure any required storage settings.
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Step 8: Add Tags:

In the "Step 5: Add Tags" section, you can add tags to your instance for better 

organization and identification.

Tags are key-value pairs that provide metadata to your resources.

Step 9: Configure Security Group:

In the "Step 6: Configure Security Group" section, you can configure the security 

group settings for your instance.

Security groups control inbound and outbound traffic to your instance.

Choose an existing security group or create a new one based on your 

requirements.

Step 10: Review and Launch:

In the "Step 7: Review Instance Launch" section, review all the configuration 

settings you have made for your instance.

If everything looks correct, click on the "Launch" button.

Step 11: Select a Key Pair:

In the "Select a key pair" window, choose an existing key pair or create a new one.

This key pair will be used to securely connect to your instance using SSH.

Step 12: Launch Status and Instance ID:

After selecting the key pair, click on the "Launch Instances" button.

You will see a confirmation message with the instance ID and launch status.
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Congratulations! You have successfully launched an EC2 instance using the AWS 

Management Console.

Connecting to Your EC2 Instance:

Once you have launched your EC2 instance, you need to establish a connection 

to access and manage it. The methods for connecting to your EC2 instance 

depend on the operating system of the instance, with SSH being used for Linux 

instances and Remote Desktop Protocol (RDP) for Windows instances.

Connecting to Linux Instances using SSH:

● Secure Shell (SSH) is a network protocol that provides a secure, encrypted 

connection to your Linux instances.

● To connect to a Linux instance, you need an SSH client installed on your 

local machine.

● Before connecting, ensure that the security group associated with your 

instance allows inbound SSH traffic on port 22.

● To establish the connection:

● Retrieve the public IP address or public DNS name of your EC2 instance 

from the AWS Management Console.

● Open your terminal or SSH client and run the SSH command, specifying the 

username and the public IP/DNS of the instance.

● For example: ssh -i <path_to_private_key> 

<username>@<public_ip_or_dns>

Connecting to Windows Instances using RDP:

Remote Desktop Protocol (RDP) allows you to connect to your Windows instances 

remotely and access the desktop environment.
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Before connecting, ensure that the security group associated with your instance 

allows inbound RDP traffic on port 3389.

To connect to a Windows instance:

Retrieve the public IP address or public DNS name of your EC2 instance from the 

AWS Management Console.

Open the Remote Desktop client on your local machine (e.g., Remote Desktop 

Connection for Windows).

Enter the public IP or DNS name of the instance in the appropriate field and click 

"Connect."

Provide the necessary credentials (username and password) to authenticate and 

establish the RDP connection.

Setting up SSH Key Pairs:

When connecting to Linux instances using SSH, it is recommended to use SSH 

key pairs for secure authentication instead of passwords.

To set up SSH key pairs:

Generate an SSH key pair on your local machine using tools like ssh-keygen.

Associate the public key portion (ends with .pub) with your EC2 instance during 

the launch process or by modifying the instance's configuration.

Store the private key securely on your local machine.

When connecting to the instance, use the SSH command with the -i option to 

specify the path to the private key.

Managing User Access:
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● To manage user access to your EC2 instance, you can create and configure 

user accounts.

● For Linux instances, you can create user accounts using the useradd 

command and grant them appropriate permissions using sudo or by adding 

them to specific user groups.

● For Windows instances, you can create user accounts through the Windows 

user management tools and assign them appropriate roles and permissions.

● It is recommended to follow the principle of least privilege, granting users 

only the necessary permissions required for their tasks.

Troubleshooting Connectivity Issues:

● If you encounter connectivity issues when trying to connect to your EC2 

instance, consider the following troubleshooting steps:

● Verify that your instance is running and in a healthy state in the AWS 

Management Console.

● Check that the security group associated with your instance allows inbound 

SSH (port 22) or RDP (port 3389) traffic, depending on the instance type.

● Ensure that the public IP or DNS name of your instance is correctly entered 

when establishing the connection.

● Confirm that your local machine has network connectivity and is not 

blocking the outbound connection.

● If using SSH key pairs, verify that the private key is accessible and the 

correct path is specified in the SSH command.

By following these methods for connecting to your EC2 instance, setting up SSH 

key pairs for secure authentication, managing user access, and troubleshooting 

common connectivity issues, you can effectively access and manage your EC2 

instances in the AWS environment.
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Advanced features and capabilities of EC2 instances:

Instance Purchasing Options:

On-Demand Instances: On-Demand instances are the default purchasing option 

and provide flexibility in terms of pay-as-you-go pricing with no upfront 

commitments. You pay for the instances by the hour or second, depending on the 

instance type.

Spot Instances: Spot Instances allow you to bid on unused EC2 capacity, enabling 

you to run instances at significantly lower costs compared to On-Demand 

instances. However, spot instances can be interrupted if the spot price exceeds 

your bid or if the capacity becomes limited.

Reserved Instances: Reserved Instances offer significant cost savings compared 

to On-Demand instances by providing a capacity reservation and a discounted 

hourly rate for a specified contract period (1 or 3 years). Reserved Instances are 

recommended for stable workloads with predictable usage.

Instance Placement Strategies:

Availability Zones: Availability Zones are isolated locations within a region that 

are designed to be independent from each other in terms of power, cooling, and 

network infrastructure. By distributing your instances across multiple Availability 

Zones, you can achieve high availability and fault tolerance for your applications.

Placement Groups: Placement Groups allow you to influence the placement of 

instances within an Availability Zone to optimize network performance or ensure 
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that instances are physically close together for applications that require 

low-latency communication.

Dedicated Hosts: Dedicated Hosts provide physical servers dedicated exclusively 

to your account. This option is suitable for applications with specific licensing 

requirements or for customers who want more control over their EC2 instances' 

placement.

Elastic IP Addresses:

Elastic IP addresses are static IPv4 addresses that can be associated with your 

EC2 instances. They allow you to maintain a consistent public IP address for your 

instance, even if you stop and start it. Elastic IP addresses are useful for scenarios 

where you need a fixed IP address for your instance, such as hosting a web server 

or running network applications.

Additional Services and Integrations:

Amazon Elastic Block Store (EBS): Amazon EBS provides persistent block-level 

storage volumes for your EC2 instances. It offers various types of storage 

volumes, including solid-state drives (SSD) and hard disk drives (HDD), with 

different performance characteristics to meet your application's storage 

requirements.

Elastic Load Balancing (ELB): Elastic Load Balancing distributes incoming traffic 

across multiple EC2 instances to ensure high availability and scalability. It helps to 

distribute the workload and handle sudden spikes in traffic, improving application 

performance and availability.

Auto Scaling: Auto Scaling allows you to automatically adjust the number of EC2 

instances in your fleet based on predefined scaling policies. It helps to maintain 

performance, handle traffic fluctuations, and optimize costs by scaling up or down 

instances based on demand.
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These advanced features and capabilities of EC2 instances provide flexibility, cost 

optimization, high availability, and enhanced functionality to meet the 

requirements of various workloads and applications in AWS.

Best practices and cost optimization strategies for EC2 instances:

Right-Sizing Instances:

Analyze your workload requirements and choose the appropriate instance type 

and size. Avoid overprovisioning or underprovisioning resources.

Regularly monitor your instance's CPU, memory, and disk utilization to ensure you 

are using the right instance size. Consider resizing or using autoscaling to adjust 

resources based on demand.

Selecting Appropriate Instance Types:

Understand the different instance families and types available and choose the one 

that best matches your workload requirements in terms of CPU, memory, storage, 

and networking capabilities.

Consider specialized instance types optimized for specific workloads such as 

compute-intensive, memory-intensive, or GPU-based applications.

Leveraging Autoscaling:

Implement autoscaling to automatically adjust the number of instances based on 

demand. This ensures optimal resource utilization and can save costs during 

periods of low demand.

Set up scaling policies based on predefined thresholds or using predictive scaling 

to proactively adjust capacity.

Monitoring and Optimization:
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Use AWS CloudWatch to monitor the performance and utilization of your EC2 

instances. Set up alarms to get notifications for specific metrics such as CPU 

utilization, network traffic, and disk usage.

Analyze CloudWatch data to identify performance bottlenecks, overutilized or 

underutilized instances, and optimize resource allocation accordingly.

Use AWS Trusted Advisor, a service that provides recommendations for cost 

optimization, security, performance, and fault tolerance. It can help you identify 

unused or idle instances, unoptimized configurations, and potential cost savings.

Cost Optimization for Data Transfer:

Minimize data transfer costs by leveraging services within the same AWS region, 

as intra-region data transfers are generally free or at lower costs compared to 

inter-region transfers.

Use services like AWS Direct Connect or AWS PrivateLink to establish dedicated 

network connections or private connectivity to reduce data transfer costs.

Cost Optimization for Storage:

Analyze your storage requirements and choose the appropriate storage options. 

Use Amazon S3 for scalable and cost-effective object storage, and Amazon EBS 

for persistent block storage attached to EC2 instances.

Implement lifecycle policies to automatically move infrequently accessed data to 

lower-cost storage tiers such as Amazon S3 Glacier or Glacier Deep Archive.

Reserved Instances and Spot Instances:

Consider purchasing Reserved Instances to save costs if you have stable 

workloads with predictable usage over a long term.
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Utilize Spot Instances for non-critical or fault-tolerant workloads, taking advantage 

of low-cost instances when available. However, ensure your application can 

handle potential interruptions.

By following these best practices and implementing cost optimization strategies, 

you can maximize the efficiency, performance, and cost-effectiveness of your EC2 

instances in AWS. Regularly review and adjust your configurations based on 

workload changes and evolving requirements to ensure ongoing optimization.

Troubleshooting and common issues faced when working with EC2 instances:

Connectivity Problems:

Ensure that the security group associated with your instance allows inbound traffic 

on the required ports for your application.

Verify that the network access control lists (ACLs) associated with your subnet 

allow inbound and outbound traffic.

Check if the internet gateway is properly attached to your VPC and if the route 

tables are correctly configured.

Verify the network settings of your instance, including its IP address, subnet, and 

VPC configuration.

If connecting via SSH, ensure that your key pair is correctly associated with the 

instance and that the private key is used for authentication.

Instance Performance Issues:

Monitor the CPU utilization, memory usage, and disk I/O of your instances using 

Amazon CloudWatch metrics. Identify any spikes or consistently high utilization 

that may indicate performance issues.
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Check if your instance type and size are appropriate for the workload. Consider 

upgrading to a larger instance type if your resources are consistently under heavy 

load.

Review the logs and metrics of your application to identify any bottlenecks or 

performance-related issues within your application code.

Consider enabling enhanced networking for improved network performance, or 

use placement groups to optimize network latency for applications that require 

low-latency communication.

Startup or Configuration Errors:

Check the system logs of your instance to identify any error messages during 

startup. These logs can provide insights into issues with the underlying 

infrastructure or boot process.

Review the user data script or launch configuration if you are using Auto Scaling to 

ensure that the instance is being properly configured during startup.

Verify the configuration settings of your instance, including network interfaces, 

storage volumes, and security groups, to ensure they are correctly set up.

If you are using custom Amazon Machine Images (AMIs), ensure that they are 

properly configured with the required software and dependencies for your 

application.

Error Messages and Troubleshooting Steps:

When encountering error messages, search the AWS documentation and 

knowledge base for specific error codes and messages to understand their 

causes and recommended solutions.

Use the AWS Systems Manager's Run Command or Session Manager to remotely 

connect to your instance for troubleshooting purposes.

https://t.me/learningnets

https://university.pravinmishra.in/learn
https://www.youtube.com/@awswithpravinmishra?sub_confirmation=1


Prav
in 

Mish
ra'

s U
niv

ers
ity

Checkout: Pravin Mishra’s AWS University

Subscribe: My AWS Youtube Channel (AWS with Pravin Mishra)

Consider reaching out to AWS Support if you are unable to resolve the issue using 

available documentation or community resources. AWS Support can provide 

personalized assistance and guidance.

Remember, troubleshooting issues with EC2 instances can vary depending on the 

specific error or problem. It is important to have a systematic approach, use 

available monitoring and diagnostic tools, and refer to official AWS documentation 

and resources to effectively resolve issues and keep your EC2 instances running 

smoothly.

Conclusion 

By following the concepts and steps covered in launching and managing your first 

EC2 instance, and by leveraging the available resources and expanding your 

knowledge, you can effectively utilize EC2 instances to meet your application and 

workload requirements in the AWS environment.
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